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selection characteristics of breeding animals must mesh in a 
complete, balanced package of low-maintenance, high-fertility 
characteristics. 

Just as males and females are markedly different among 
wild animals species, our domestic cows should not look like 
bulls, and vice versa.  The physical expression of high-fertility, 
low-maintenance characteristics is a gender-specific package.  
Although some individual characteristics may be shared, the 
complete package varies considerably from male to female 
because they have very different roles to fulfill within the herd.  
For example, broad hips are a feminine trait (as long as they 
are balanced within the complete package) so the cow can 
fulfill her gender-specific role of bearing offspring, but broad 
hips on a bull are not a masculine trait because they are not 
required for him to fulfill his gender-specific role of protecting 
the herd and competing with other males.

When we use single-trait selection, we do not address the 
various aspects of fertility and maintenance efficiency as a 
balanced package, nor do we take into consideration gender-
specific differences.  Such an approach eventually fails because 
some traits are magnified at the expense of others, while other 
traits are overlooked until they become a concern.  The resulting 
physiological stress on the animal eventually leads to problems 
such as calving difficulties, nervous behaviours, low conception 
rates, poor health, and lower weight gains, as well as a drop 
in profit.

In the dairy industry, for example, the focus of most brood-stock 
selection is high milk production.  Consequently, the selection 
criterion used for most dairy bulls is high milk production among 
the bull’s female ancestors, even though milk production is a 
feminine trait.  Selecting bulls based only on a single feminine 
trait on the bull’s maternal side while ignoring the masculine 
traits of the bull itself has led to a loss of masculinity – a 
feminization – among dairy bulls.  This in turn has led to the 
bulls passing on high-maintenance characteristics to their 
offspring (the inevitable result of weakening genetics), which 
we can see expressed as the extraordinarily high nutritional 
requirements of dairy cows in much of the mainstream dairy 
industry.  Additionally, it is common to see highly aggressive 
behavior among the bulls due to hormonal imbalances.

Instead of focusing on single traits, we must focus on 
characteristics that indicate low maintenance and high fertility, 
which are gender-specific.  By doing so, we select for the same 
criteria that are crucial to the survival and genetic continuity of 
animals living in the wild – two traits that are the only ones that 
truly affect our profitability.

In the wild, predators, drought, starvation, disease and other 
trials eliminate weak individuals from the herd.  The least fertile 
and the least nutritionally efficient are those most vulnerable 
to nature’s brutal selection process.  Nature purges their genes, 
strengthening the gene pool.  Because we can no longer rely on 
the wolf or lion to eliminate the weak, we must train ourselves 
to identify characteristics that indicate problems with fertility 
and maintenance efficiency. (Maintenance efficiency is an 
assessment of nutritional efficiency, particularly as it affects 
production costs. A low maintenance animal requires far less 
quantity and/or quality food than does a high-maintenance 
one to maintain the same body condition and produce the same 
net income for the famer.)  No matter how pretty they are or  
how expensive they were at auction, high maintenance and low 
fertility cattle should be removed from the herd.

Among wild animals, including wildebeests, bison, caribou, musk 
oxen, and moose, individual members of the same species and 
gender are virtually indistinguishable physically.  Yet when 
these same wild animals are placed in our domestic care, 
sheltered from natural selection, their physical characteristics 
begin to change as less fertile, higher maintenance animals 
are allowed to survive.  A single, tightly constrained set of 
physical characteristics defines the most efficient, most fertile 
physical form of a species in any given environment, deviations 
from this ideal are less able to cope with the environmental 
challenges experienced by the herd.  Because animals adapt 
to unique environmental challenges of an area, the physical 
characteristics of individuals from the herd of the same species 
vary somewhat from one climate to the next.

In domestic cattle herds, even in purebred herds that are all 
the same color, there is no uniformity.  Our selection criteria 
have been based as much on the personal biases, moods, and 
prejudices of breeders as on the fertility and maintenance 
efficiency of the cattle.  Although certain breed-specific 
characteristics may influence heat and cold tolerance to some 
degree, the most fertile and efficient cattle all have the same 
physical characteristics.  In the domestic cattle, there is as much 
variation in fertility and maintenance efficiency within a breed 
as there is among breeds.

THE PITFALLS OF SINGLE TRIAT SELECTION

When selecting and breeding cattle, we tend to be biased in 
favor of traits that are of particular concern to us – such as 
high milk production, wide hips for easy calving, long back, 
hight, high weaning weight and narrow shoulders – and against 
traits that have been problematic in the past.  This is called 
single trait selection, and it is a dangerous trap.  The ideal 

If we model our domestic cattle after their distant ancestors and nature’s wild herds and provide them with living conditions and 
a management strategy that mimic their historical natural environment, they should thrive.  Therefore, our objective as an industry 
should be to produce cattle capable of grazing year-round on the grass grown on our land without requiring costly off-farm inputs 
such as synthetic fertilizers, feed supplements, expensive farming equipment, diesel fuel, antibiotics and growth hormones, while 
producing healthy calves to bring us a high return per hectare.  To accomplish this our genetic selection process must strengthen our 
breeding herds.
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produces consistent, quality calves that yield quality carcasses.  
She is relaxed and resistant to stress, diseases and parasites.  
She will produce top-notch offspring each year from your 
grass without expensive feed supplements by supplementing 
herself during the drought season with the fat stored on her 
back.  Finally, she will be long lived, thus minimizing the cost of 
expensive replacement heifers.

The Bull, Your Herd Sire

Your herd sire should be a masculine bull with wide shoulders; 
a thick, short neck; a coarse head.  He should be well muscled, 
compact and balanced in his frame and build, and have large, 
well formed sexual organs.  Do not compromise.  If you pick a 
bull that resembles a steer to be your herd sire, he’ll be about 
as effective as a steer when it comes time to breed your herd.  
Feminine traits in a bull will bring you grief.  

A well-balanced, masculine bull is low maintenance, highly 
fertile with a high libido, and able to perform his job admirably.  
He will be able to breed on pasture without losing weight, will 
not be excessively aggressive, and will be able to assert his 
place in the social hierarchy without sustaining debilitating 
battle injuries.  After the struggles for dominance are over, he 
will fulfill his role as a breeder.  The dominant herd bull breeds 
90 percent or more of his harem.  The younger, less dominant 
bulls have to share the remainder.  

The low-maintenance, highly fertile bull produces a uniform 
crop of calves having uniform birth weight similar to what his 
was.  A masculine bull’s daughters will mature early and his 
sons will yield top-notch carcasses.  He will be disease- and 
parasite- resistant and will live efficiently off your grass without 
expensive feed supplements as long as your management 
system supports this.  In contrast, a high-maintenance, sub-fertile 
bull has  an inconsistent calf crop with widely ranging birth 
weights, infertile daughters that are prone to calving difficulties, 
and sons that are slow to mature.

Culling Animals: Training Your Predatory Eye

In the wild, high-maintenance and low-fertility animals all 
suffer a similar fate.  Certainly, a weak animal is targeted 
first by predator, disease, and parasite, but the signs of high 
maintenance and poor fertility are much subtler.  Predators – 
and we – must train our eye to determine which animals we 
should target and which we should cull.

High maintenance cows are not as well nourished and have less 
strength to push their way to the front or center of the herd, 
which puts them last in line for access to food and water.  They 
are the first to have calving difficulties or to abandon their 
young, and their calves are weaker, more sickly, or runty.  They 
are always the last animals through the gate and the last to 
cross a river after the main herd has churned up treacherous 
mud along the riverbank.  In the wild, these weaker cows, and 
especially their calves, are the stragglers that become the 
unfortunate objects of prey.  Barren females are also pushed 
to the herd’s periphery by the other cows because they don’t 
fit in.  They are essentially treated as sacrificial bait by the 
other cows, who use them as decoys to keep predators away 
from the young in the midst of the herd.  The sub-fertile or 
high-maintenance bull has a similar fate.  The other bulls will 
not allow a weak bull to breed.  He will be beaten and chased 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE IDEAL BREEDING ANIMAL

Among most wild species, there are marked physical differences 
between males and females.  These physical characteristics 
are a direct result of the interaction between sex and growth 
hormones.  As a result physical appearance of genders is 
directly related to their gender-specific roles in the herd.

The Cow’s Role

The female is responsible for producing offspring to maintain 
the continuity of the herd.  To accomplish this, she must give birth 
to a live, vigorous calf that gets up quickly, suckles, and follows 
the herd almost instantly so it will not fall into the clutches of the 
predator.  The cow must maintain her physical health, fertility, 
and reproductive functions over the course of the year, which 
she accomplishes by storing fat on her back during seasons 
when food is plentiful and rationing it out during seasons when 
it is scarce and of lower quality.  She must resist parasites, 
regulate her body temperature throughout the seasons, and 
graze efficiently in competition with the other cows in the herd.  
She must be highly fertile and come into estrus during the brief 
breeding season.  Delivery must be timed to coincide with 
the birth season of nature’s many wild prey animals.  During 
this time, the overwhelming number of babies born reduces 
predation pressure on her young (safety in numbers).  She must 
produce proportionately sized calves so she can give birth 
unassisted, and she must have good mothering instincts and 
produce quality milk for her calf.  

The Bull’s Role

The bull’s function is to breed once a year and to pass on quality 
genes that produce maintenance efficient, fertile daughters and 
sons.  To achieve this, he must be large and strong enough to 
compete successfully with other males for females, but not so 
large that he risks collapsing young heifers under his weight 
during breeding.  

He must be adept at displaying his physical power and at 
interpreting the other bulls’ display of aggression in order to 
minimize physical fights when the dominance hierarchy is being 
established.  This helps the bull avoid being killed or injured in 
battle (which makes him a target for predators), and allows him 
to continue fulfilling his function as a breeder.  In other words, 
the bull has to be a well-adjusted male, capable of walking the 
walk and talking the talk without fighting.  Fighting excessively 
to prove strength is the sign of a sub-fertile bull.

A bull must keep his sexual organs safe from injury and regulate 
the temperature of his scrotum to ensure his fertility during the 
breeding season.  He must resist parasites, regulate his body 
temperature, store fat on his back to survive the drought season, 
and compete for his share of food.

Replacement Heifers And Cows

A replacement heifer must be feminine in appearance, develop 
on schedule, and be balanced in building and proportion for 
efficiency in size, birthing, and ability to consume large volumes 
of grass.  A feminine, low-maintenance, highly fertile cow or 
heifer calves unassisted, has good mothering instincts, and is 
an excellent milk producer.  She produces a calf every year; 
her gestation period is a consistent length each year; and she 



154



155

MY EXPERIENCE WITH SINGLE TRAIT SELECTION:

When I took over the management of my family’s farm, I tried 
to solve a high incidence of calving problems through what I 
now realize was single-trait selection among my replacement-
bull purchases.  I followed the advice of several breeders who 
recommended selecting bulls with narrow, smooth shoulders, 
thinking that the bulls’ offspring would calve more easily.  In 
fact, quite the opposite occurred.  Calving problems increased 
and so did the bulls’ aggressive behaviors.  Narrow shoulders 
in a bull are not a masculine trait; they are a sign of low 
testosterone.  I also wanted to increase the quality of the calves.  
My intentions were good, but once again I made poor choices 
based on single-trait selection.  I chose top dollar bulls that 
showed exceptional daily rates of weight gain during feed trials 
at the bull-testing stations, thinking that this would automatically 
translate to their calves.  Instead, it caused a host of problems.

Young bulls should not be fed a high-grain diet to produce high 
gains during the growth stage in which they mature sexually. 
Doing so causes fat to be deposited in the testicles, which 
enhances scrotal measurements but prevents proper cooling of 
the sexual organs later in life, resulting in infertility.  Moreover, 
because the less masculine, sub-fertile bull does not divert as 
much of his energy resources towards sexual maturation, he 
produces higher rates of daily gain than do masculine fertile 
bulls entering this developmental stage.  And because feed 
trials evaluating the weight-gain potential of the young bulls 
typically coincide with the growth stage responsible for a bull’s 
sexual maturation, my top-dollar young bulls did not mature to 
become the most fertile bulls of the herd.  Thus selecting young 
bulls based on their weight gains during feed trials is a flawed 
approach to selecting a replacement herd sire.

The most fertile bulls do not have the large body sizes and 
highest daily gains; consider how much bigger an ox is than 
a bull of the same age, for example.  In retrospect, it is no 
surprise that my bulls’ fertility deteriorated as they got older, 
even though they passed their semen evaluation at the bull sale.

Last, high daily gains on a grain diet do not reflect how efficient 
bulls and their offspring will be on grass.  My bulls’ performance 
on grass was terrible, costing a fortune in off-farm feed 
supplements (mostly grain) just to keep them in good condition 
– a highly undesirable trait to pass on to the remaining herd.

out, left to face predators alone without the protection of the 
herd.  Because he does not have the stamina or the dominance 
to take his place as herd sire, he will not succeed in bringing his 
genetics to the group.  

Individuals in domestic cattle herds display the same subtle signs 
of weakness that tell the predator which animal to select as its 
prey.  We must train ourselves to recognize these subtle signs of 
weakness, infertility, and maintenance inefficiency.  One of the 
best ways to do this is to make a game of it every time we are 
around cattle and other wildlife.  Doing this will help you note 
the weak members of the herd during the stressful times of the 
year: drought, winter, parasite season, breeding, calving, herd 
moves, and times of competition for resources, among others.  
By recording ear-tag numbers of animals that show signs of 
weakness, you can identify them again at a later culling date, 
even if good weather and lush grass have masked the obvious 
signs of a high maintenance or sub-fertile animal.

As you train yourself to see like a predator, ask yourself the 
following questions;

What do the mothers of your best, most vibrant, healthiest 
calves look like?  You probably already know which mothers 
are your best cows, producing top-notch calves year after year.  
Do they fit your mental image of a highly fertile, maintenance-
efficient animal?  What about the mothers of the runty calves?  
Do they have similarities?

What do the cows that have calving difficulties look like?  
Carefully survey their physical characteristics before removing 
them from the herd.  Knowing how to recognize what you don’t 
want is an extremely powerful skill.

What do the cows and heifers that failed to conceive look like?  
What do the late calves look like?

What do the cows and bulls look like that are performing 
poorly during drought, winter or harsh weather?

Which animals are always covered by flies and other parasites?

Which animals are slow to shed their winter coat or fail to shed 
completely?

What do the nervous animals look like?

Which animals are submissive? Which are too aggressive?

Which animals are slow to fatten up on the lush spring grass?

Which are the bulls whose calves experienced difficulties at 
birth? What do they look like?

Which are the bulls that have poor semen tests and are overly 
aggressive, meek, in poor condition, or under the weather?

Weak animals are the first to get sick and a sick animal is the 
best teacher in identifying the physical traits of a low-fertility, 
high-maintenance animal.
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Bear Grylls

A Survival Guide for Life, Chapter 34 

When you pursue an exciting path through life, you are 
inevitably – going to have moments of hardship, doubt, struggle 
and pain.  It comes with the terrain of being a champion – in 
whatever field.

So accept the fact.  But don’t despair, because the good news is 
that help is nearer at hand than you might imagine.

You see, if I am going to enter a difficult jungle or uncharted 
mountain range, I always make sure I have a good guide.  Life 
is the same.  Go it alone, by all means, but you make the journey 
that much harder.  Trust me.

To give yourself the best shot of reaching your destination and 
achieving all you are meant to in your life, you need a great 
guide, someone who can lead you, inspire you, comfort and 
strengthen you – especially when the going gets tough, as it 
invariably will.

For me, my simple faith has often brought light to a dark 
path, joy to a cold mountain and strength to a failing body.

And who better to have as a guide than the person who made 
the path or the mountain in the first place!

Psalm 121 says:

I lift my eyes up to the mountain; 

Where does my help come from?

My help comes from the Lord, 

Maker of Heaven, creator of the Earth.

Good person to have on side, I always figure.

Now some of you will say, hey, I don’t need that Christian stuff.  
And I hear you.  But it is easy to be cynical when all is going 
your way.  Remember that.  But to have faith…that is much 
harder and takes much more courage.

Robin Knox-Johnston, the round-the-world sailor, said: “There is 
no such thing as an atheist in the Southern Ocean.”  What that 

says to me is unless you know what it is like to be truly afraid 
and have no one around to help you, then don’t preach to me 
your atheism.

And, wow, it takes a proud man to say he never needs any sort 
of help or encouragement.

I sure need it.

But don’t worry.  Believing quietly doesn’t mean you have to 
be all religious.  I am not.  And guess what…nor was Jesus!  
Infact, if you read about Him, He was totally fun, ridiculously 
free, crazily wild, loved a party and always hung out with the 
non-religious folk.

The only people he ever got angry with were the ultra-religious 
types!

Instead, finding a faith should help you to be freer, more full of 
life, more filled with joy, peace and love than you would ever 
imagine.  And those qualities, in abundance, will only make you 
stronger and more capable of living a wild and adventurous 
life.

And what is even cooler is that Jesus turns out to be so much 
more than just a guide or a pointer of the way.  He is also a 
backbone, a companion and a friend.  When I look at my own 
heroes, I realize there aren’t many leaders who haven’t at some 
time quietly bent their knee and looked upward for strength, 
resolve and peace.

Great men and woman know their own frailty and have the 
humility to accept help to empower them to greatness.  Be 
among their number.

Pioneers always take bold steps to explore new territory – you 
never know what you might find.

By the way, it is also good to know that faith isn’t one-sided.  As 
Christ said: “ I have come to seek and save.”

He is out looking for us, too.

So be brave and let Him do his side of the bargain.  I call it the 
quest to be found.

You have nothing to lose and everything to gain.

FIND A GOOD
G U I D E
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B O R A N  I N  T H E

Our own commercial farming strategy is to use pure SP Boran 
bulls on our commercial cattle. 

We only use the best SP Boran bulls we can find at reasonable 
prices and are using them without hesitation across all other 
types of cattle we currently own. There are tremendous 
benefits in our opinion to this strategy and the only potential 
negative has and always will be that the Boran do not perform 
adequately under feedlot conditions when compared to a 
Limousin, Simmentaler or other ‘beefier’ type bull for example. 
Our own proof has suggested that the Boran cross bred animal 
perform at an acceptable growth per day and having added 
the additional benefit or breeding the animal ourselves, the 
ability to background the animal for longer than the norm and 
bringing the animal into the feedlot at a later stage of its life, 
will hopefully result in additional profit making in contrast to 
the traditional feedlot business model. For us, the benefit of 
using the Boran bull on commercial herds is not in the feedlot 
calf that will be produced, the benefit for us lies in the value 
added of the heifer that eventually drops on the ground. We 
believe that the more Boran blood on the veld, the greater 
the bottom line will be. Farming with commercially bred Boran 
females will result in less money spent on tick disease control, 
better pasture management, safe keeping of the animals as 
they are traditionally harder to steal than most other breeds, 
less money spent on feed though the winter period and less 
impact on the lands in general. Combining this with the fertility 
and frame of a Boran type cow should result in an average 
of a calf a year that will cost very little to produce. The Boran 

animal is also one of the very few breeds of cattle that has the 
ability to cross breed with almost any other breed of cattle 
with excellent results every time. Taking the overall costs into 
consideration, hopefully the knock-on effect of the cost savings 
along the way will result in a cheaper weaner price/kg and 
eventually result in a reduction of the beef price in general. 
The only thing standing in the way of this theory of becoming 
a reality is human greed. If more farmers turned to Borans, I 
am convinced they would farm at a higher profit and assist the 
general South African population by reducing the cost of beef 
in this country. At the end of the day, the equation is a cost to 
produce beef scenario and farming with Boran will reduce the 
cost of production significantly. The maize price will determine 
the future for feedlots, not the animals themselves.

The Boran in the feedlot is an acceptable animal for us to use as 
we demonstrated at last year’s 2012 National Boran Auction in 
Parys. We even went the distance of publicly announcing that we 
will buy at market related costs any cross bred Boran animals 
from any commercial farmer given the overall economics of the 
transaction make sense for both parties.

Simeon Hurwitz

FEEDLOT TO SLAUGHTER

Breed Sex In Weight Date Out Weight Date Feeding Days Weight Gained ADG

Boran Male 254 28 May 12 429 26 Sep 12 121 175 1.446

Boran Male 225 28 May 12 446 15 Oct 12 140 221 1.579

Boran Male 215 28 May 12 400 26 Sep 12 121 185 1.529

Boran Male 201 28 May 12 441 19-Nov-12 175 240 1.371

Boran Male 180 28 May 12 442 27-Nov-12 183 262 1.432

Boran Male 215 28 May 12 442 24-Oct-12 149 227 1.523

Boran Male 199.5 28 May 12 468 27-Nov-12 183 268.5 1.467

Boran Male 204 28 May 12 456 08-Oct-12 133 252 1.895

Boran Male 226 28 May 12 465 08-Oct-12 133 239 1.797

Boran Male 462 28 May 12 504 27-Nov-12 183 42 0.230

Boran - F1 Male 202 04-Apr-12 449 19-Sep-12 168 247 1.470

Boran - F1 Male 189 04-Apr-12 453 08-Oct-12 187 264 1.412

Boran - F1 Male 197 04-Apr-12 449 24-Sep-12 173 252 1.457

Boran - F1 Male 194 04-Apr-12 442 12-Sep-12 161 248 1.540

Boran - F1 Male 202 04-Apr-12 465 12-Sep-12 161 263 1.634

Feedlot
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Boran - F1 Male 217 04-Apr-12 479 24-Sep-12 173 262 1.514

Boran - F1 Male 207 04-Apr-12 478 26 Sep 12 175 271 1.549

Boran - F1 Male 208 04-Apr-12 458 24-Sep-12 173 250 1.445

Boran - F1 Male 155.5 04-Apr-12 422 05-Sep-12 154 266.5 1.731

Boran - F1 Male 188 04-Apr-12 438 24-Sep-12 173 250 1.445

Boran - F1 Male 153 04-Apr-12 462 12-Nov-12 222 309 1.392

Boran - F1 Male 206 04-Apr-12 463 11-Sep-12 160 257 1.606

Boran - F1 Male 325 04-Apr-12 526 14-Aug-12 132 201 1.523

Boran - F1 Male 188 04-Apr-12 465 15-Oct-12 194 277 1.428

Boran - F1 Male 131.5 04-Apr-12 446 22-Oct-12 201 314.5 1.565

Boran - F1 Male 141.5 04-Apr-12 407 04-Sep-12 153 265.5 1.735

Boran - F1 Male 252 05-Apr-12 476 14-Aug-12 131 224 1.710

Boran - F1 Male 208 05-Apr-12 443 29-Aug-12 146 235 1.610

Boran - F1 Male 203 05-Apr-12 447 24-Sep-12 172 244 1.419

Boran - F1 Male 218 05-Apr-12 455 12-Sep-12 160 237 1.481

Boran - F1 Male 186 05-Apr-12 434 12-Sep-12 160 248 1.550

Boran - F1 Male 220 05-Apr-12 484 05-Sep-12 153 264 1.725

Boran - F1 Male 228 05-Apr-12 447 05-Sep-12 153 219 1.431

Boran - F1 Male 206 05-Apr-12 451 12-Sep-12 160 245 1.531

Boran - F1 Male 226 05-Apr-12 448 05-Sep-12 153 222 1.451

Boran - F1 Male 202 05-Apr-12 482 29-Oct-12 207 280 1.353

Boran - F1 Male 205 05-Apr-12 448 05-Sep-12 153 243 1.588

Boran - F1 Male 201 05-Apr-12 442 12-Sep-12 160 241 1.506

Boran - F1 Male 207 05-Apr-12 411 24-Oct-12 202 204 1.010

Boran - F1 Male 228 05-Apr-12 468 05-Sep-12 153 240 1.569

Boran - F1 Male 209 05-Apr-12 448 05-Sep-12 153 239 1.562

Boran - F1 Male 179.5 05-Apr-12 445 17-Sep-12 165 265.5 1.609

Boran - F1 Male 202 05-Apr-12 437 17-Sep-12 165 235 1.424

Boran - F1 Male 204 05-Apr-12 456 17-Sep-12 165 252 1.527

Boran - F1 Male 205 05-Apr-12 468 24-Oct-12 202 263 1.302

Boran - F1 Male 204 05-Apr-12 459 12-Sep-12 160 255 1.594

Boran - F1 Male 183 05-Apr-12 458 24-Oct-12 202 275 1.361

Boran - F1 Male 187 05-Apr-12 439 24-Oct-12 202 252 1.248

Boran - F1 Male 178.5 05-Apr-12 424 12-Sep-12 160 245.5 1.534

Boran - F1 Male 209 05-Apr-12 465 15-Oct-12 193 256 1.326

Boran - F1 Male 150.5 05-Apr-12 421 12-Sep-12 160 270.5 1.691

Boran - F1 Male 208 05-Apr-12 446 01-Oct-12 179 238 1.330

Boran - F1 Male 209 05-Apr-12 475 01-Oct-12 179 266 1.486

Boran - F1 Male 181 05-Apr-12 436 24-Oct-12 202 255 1.262

Boran - F1 Male 188 05-Apr-12 474 24-Oct-12 202 286 1.416

Boran - F1 Male 196.5 05-Apr-12 436 12-Sep-12 160 239.5 1.497

Boran - F1 Male 178 05-Apr-12 455 11-Sep-12 159 277 1.742

Boran - F1 Male 195 05-Apr-12 425 29-Aug-12 146 230 1.575

Boran - F1 Male 203 10-Apr-12 434 05-Sep-12 148 231 1.561

Boran - F1 Male 204 10-Apr-12 429 16-Jul-12 97 225 2.320

Boran - F1 Male 205 10-Apr-12 457 26-Sep-12 169 252 1.491

Boran - F1 Male 219 10-Apr-12 472 12-Sep-12 155 253 1.632

Boran - F1 Male 189 10-Apr-12 475 22-Oct-12 195 286 1.467

Boran - F1 Male 169 10-Apr-12 435 19-Sep-12 162 266 1.642

Boran - F1 Male 167.5 10-Apr-12 453 03-Oct-12 176 285.5 1.622

Boran - F1 Male 217 10-Apr-12 504 11-Sep-12 154 287 1.864

Boran - F1 Male 204 10-Apr-12 441 11-Sep-12 154 237 1.539

Boran - F1 Male 115.5 10-Apr-12 414 26-Sep-12 169 298.5 1.766

Boran - F1 Male 188 10-Apr-12 466 03-Oct-12 176 278 1.580
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Boran - F1 Male 174 10-Apr-12 451 03-Oct-12 176 277 1.574

Boran - F1 Male 203 10-Apr-12 448 26-Sep-12 169 245 1.450

Boran - F1 Male 204 10-Apr-12 457 03-Oct-12 176 253 1.438

Boran - F1 Male 195 10-Apr-12 455 26-Sep-12 169 260 1.538

Boran - F1 Male 187 10-Apr-12 452 26-Sep-12 169 265 1.568

Boran - F1 Male 201 10-Apr-12 446 26-Sep-12 169 245 1.450

Boran - F1 Male 204 10-Apr-12 439 12-Sep-12 155 235 1.516

Boran - F1 Male 204 10-Apr-12 454 26-Sep-12 169 250 1.479

Boran - F1 Male 205 10-Apr-12 428 12-Sep-12 155 223 1.439

Boran - F1 Male 202 10-Apr-12 444 12-Sep-12 155 242 1.561

Boran - F1 Male 218 10-Apr-12 439 12-Sep-12 155 221 1.426

Boran - F1 Male 185 10-Apr-12 461 26-Sep-12 169 276 1.633

Boran - F1 Male 215 10-Apr-12 449 12-Sep-12 155 234 1.510

Boran - F1 Male 215 10-Apr-12 464 17-Sep-12 160 249 1.556

Boran - F1 Male 223 28-May-12 453 15-Oct-12 140 230 1.643

Boran - F2 Male 206 28-May-12 492 31-Dec-12 217 286 1.318

Boran - F2 Male 212 28-May-12 437 15-Oct-12 140 225 1.607

Boran - F2 Male 170.5 04-Apr-12 409 13-Aug-12 131 238.5 1.821

Boran - F2 Male 204 05-Apr-12 448 12-Sep-12 160 244 1.525

Boran - F2 Male 215 05-Apr-12 461 12-Sep-12 160 246 1.538

Boran - F2 Male 205 05-Apr-12 538 15-Oct-12 193 333 1.725

Boran - F2 Male 201 05-Apr-12 441 12-Sep-12 160 240 1.500

Boran - F2 Male 208 05-Apr-12 458 12-Sep-12 160 250 1.563

Boran - F2 Male 222 05-Apr-12 514 15-Oct-12 193 292 1.513

Boran - F2 Male 209 05-Apr-12 465 12-Sep-12 160 256 1.600

Boran - F2 Male 203 05-Apr-12 443 12-Sep-12 160 240 1.500

 AVE: 1.522

BACKGROUNDING

Breed Sex In Weight Date Out Weight Date Backgrounding Days Weight Gained ADG

Boran Male 154 28 May 12 219 06-Aug-12 70 65 0.929

Boran Male 179 28 May 12 232 06-Aug-12 70 53 0.757

Boran - F1 Male 101 05-Apr-12 222 12-Sep-12 160 121 0.756

Boran - F1 Male 158.5 04-Apr-12 210 07-Jun-12 64 51.5 0.805

Boran - F1 Male 124 04-Apr-12 174 07-Jun-12 64 50 0.781

Boran - F1 Male 156 04-Apr-12 221 07-Jun-12 64 65 1.016

Boran - F1 Male 144 04-Apr-12 199 07-Jun-12 64 55 0.859

Boran - F1 Male 163.5 04-Apr-12 213 07-Jun-12 64 49.5 0.773

Boran - F1 Male 163 04-Apr-12 197 04-Jun-12 61 34 0.557

Boran - F1 Male 155 05-Apr-12 221 07-Jun-12 63 66 1.048

Boran - F1 Male 158 05-Apr-12 212 07-Jun-12 63 54 0.857

Boran - F1 Male 134 05-Apr-12 198 07-Jun-12 63 64 1.016

Boran - F1 Male 144 05-Apr-12 205 07-Jun-12 63 61 0.968

Boran - F1 Male 169 05-Apr-12 208 07-Jun-12 63 39 0.619

Boran - F1 Male 143 05-Apr-12 212 07-Jun-12 63 69 1.095

Boran - F1 Male 160 05-Apr-12 209 07-Jun-12 63 49 0.778

Boran - F1 Male 155 05-Apr-12 194 07-Jun-12 63 39 0.619

Boran - F1 Male 159 05-Apr-12 221 07-Jun-12 63 62 0.984

Boran - F1 Male 144 05-Apr-12 205 07-Jun-12 63 61 0.968

Boran - F1 Male 179 05-Apr-12 226 07-Jun-12 63 47 0.746

Boran - F1 Male 152 05-Apr-12 206 07-Jun-12 63 54 0.857

Boran - F1 Male 156 05-Apr-12 209 07-Jun-12 63 53 0.841

Boran - F1 Male 147 05-Apr-12 202 07-Jun-12 63 55 0.873
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Boran - F1 Male 154 05-Apr-12 208 07-Jun-12 63 54 0.857

Boran - F1 Male 177 05-Apr-12 259 07-Jun-12 63 82 1.302

Boran - F1 Male 151 10-Apr-12 205 07-Jun-12 58 54 0.931

Boran - F1 Male 170 10-Apr-12 214 07-Jun-12 58 44 0.759

Boran - F1 Male 158 10-Apr-12 203 07-Jun-12 58 45 0.776

Boran - F1 Male 135 05-Apr-12 190 07-Jun-12 63 55 0.873

Boran - F1 Male 155 05-Apr-12 208 07-Jun-12 63 53 0.841

Boran - F1 Male 158 05-Apr-12 211 07-Jun-12 63 53 0.841

Boran - F1 Male 140 10-Apr-12 215 03-Aug-12 115 75 0.652

Boran - F1 Male 158 10-Apr-12 264 03-Aug-12 115 106 0.922

Boran - F1 Male 157 10-Apr-12 221 07-Aug-12 119 64 0.538

Boran - F1 Male 159 10-Apr-12 229 02-Aug-12 114 70 0.614

Boran - F1 Male 152 10-Apr-12 227 02-Aug-12 114 75 0.658

 AVE: 0.835

BACKGROUNDING TO FEEDLOT TO SLAUGHTER

Out Weight Date Feeding Days Weight Gained ADG

462 11-Feb-13 189 243 1.286

487 28-Jan-13 175 255 1.457

464 28-Jan-13 138 242 1.754

466 08-Jan-13 215 256 1.191

439 28-Nov-12 174 265 1.523

475 12-Nov-12 158 254 1.608

402 15-Oct-12 130 203 1.562

454 14-Nov-12 160 241 1.506

465 14-Nov-12 163 268 1.644

485 14-Nov-12 160 264 1.650

469 14-Nov-12 160 257 1.606

402 15-Oct-12 130 204 1.569

457 14-Nov-12 160 252 1.575

466 21-Nov-12 167 258 1.545

435 15-Oct-12 130 223 1.715

447 07-Nov-12 153 238 1.556

432 07-Nov-12 153 238 1.556

443 14-Nov-12 160 222 1.388

461 14-Nov-12 160 256 1.600

456 14-Nov-12 160 230 1.438

460 28-Nov-12 174 254 1.460

452 21-Nov-12 167 243 1.455

446 07-Nov-12 153 244 1.595

452 21-Nov-12 167 244 1.461

505 07-Nov-12 153 246 1.608

546 22-Oct-12 137 341 2.489

442 05-Nov-12 151 228 1.510

511 05-Nov-12 151 308 2.040

429 22-Oct-12 137 239 1.745

468 22-Oct-12 137 260 1.898

455 31-Oct-12 146 244 1.671

460 15-Nov-12 104 245 2.356

433 21-Nov-12 110 169 1.536

423 07-Nov-12 92 202 2.196

408 21-Nov-12 111 179 1.613

431 21-Nov-12 111 204 1.838

AVE: 1.644
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Circle C        11/02/2012   

SP Bulls  R 33 500.00

SP Heifers  R 33 882.00

   

Boran Genepoel 24/02/2012   

   

SP Cows 21 R 61 333.33

SP Bulls 9 R 48 000.00

SP Heifers 20 R 49 900.00

Semen 2 R 8 000.00

   

Boran Sale of Stars (Excelsior) 
10/03/2012   

   

SP Cows 8 R 49 875.00

SP Bulls 8 R 38 750.00

SP Heifers 7 R 30 142.86

Semen 2 R 11 200.00

   

Show Case (Parys)   14/04/2012   

   

SP Cows 18 R 45 388.88

SP Bulls 3 R 41 000.00

SP Heifers 17 R 40 470.59

Semen 4 R 8 150.00

   

Oos-Kaap Midlands Klub (Cradock)  
20/04/2012   

   

SP Cows 2 R 44 000.00

SP Bulls 8 R 28 750.00

SP Heifers 4 R 22 250.00

   

Tambaraine/Elandspruit                
5/05/2012   

   

SP Cows 2 R 81 000.00

SP Bulls 11 R 32 454.55

SP Heifers 29 R 25 896.55

   

Mpumalanga Sale    19/05/2012   

   

SP Cows 7 R 37 357.14

SP Bulls 16 33437.5

SP Heifers 32 R 30 687.50

   

Fonteine    26/05/2012   

   

SP Cows 3 R 55 666.67

SP Bulls 12 R 36 750.00

SP Heifers 31 R 44 935.48

   

A U C T I O N 
R E S U L T S  2 0 1 2
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Circle C - Excelsior  2/06/2012   

   

SP Cows 25 R 94 680.00

SP Bulls 17 R 49 588.24

SP Heifers 38 R 64 605.26

   

Nasionale Veiling     21/07/2012   

   

SP Cows 23 R 92 826.08

SP Bulls 27 R 94 000.00

SP Heifers 34 R 80 323.53

Semen 17 R 1 602.94

   

Oos-Transvaal Bulveiling (Ermelo)  
25/07/2012   

   

SP Bulls 19 R 22 526.32

   

Diamantveld Klub  11/08/2012   

   

SP Cows 3 R 25 666.66

SP Bulls 7 R 27 857.14

SP Heifers 1 R 42 000.00

   

Belfast Veiling 21/08/2012   

   

SP Cows 8 R 25 875.00

SP Bulls 12 R 27 250.00

SP Heifers 1 R 25 000.00

   

Boran Genetics    24/08/2012   

   

SP Cows 21 R 92 397.00

SP Bulls 24 R 63 344.35

   

Vrystaat Klub  8/09/2012   

   

SP Cows 17 R 29 176.47

SP Bulls 6 R 30 166.67

   

B4 Veiling   26/09/2012   

   

SP Cows 21 R 42 050.00

SP Bulls 11 R 35 583.33

Semen 30 R 800.00
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Tambaraine Veiling  26/09/2012   

   

SP Cows 12 R 29 000.00

SP Bulls 22 R 30 227.27

   

Oos-Kaap Midlands Klub - 
19/10/2012   

   

SP Bulls 9 R 20 500.00

   

Out of Africa (Warmbad) - 
20/10/2012   

   

SP Cows 14 R 28 571.43

SP Bulls 26 R 28 576.92

SP Heifers 11 R 34 181.82

   

Schalk van Oudtshoorn (Elandspruit)  
3/11/2012   

   

SP Cows 22 R 51 102.20

SP Bulls 29 R 36 275.86

SP Heifers 22 R 38 090.91

   

Trevor Biggs (Woodvale)  - 
3/11/2012   

   

SP Bulls 5 R 107 000.00

   

Nico Wasserman (Standerton) - 
28/11/2012   

   

SP Cows 4 R 37 000.00

SP Bulls 7 R 24 857.14

SP Heifers 12 R 33 416.66

   

Brad van der Riet Boland Veiling- 
30/11/2012   

   

SP Cows 2 R23000.00

SP Bulls 1 R18000.00
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